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Programme Brochure



Mr. Kamal Kishore
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary-General for Disaster Risk
Reduction, and Head of UNDRR

Keynote Speakers

Professor Oded Galor
Herbert H. Goldberger Professor of
Economics, Brown University, USA
The founder of Unified Growth Theory

Panel Speakers

Assoc. Prof. Eren Arbatli
Co-Chair, Durham University Business

School, United Kingdom

Convenors

Professor Habib Rahman
Chair, Durham University Business

School, United Kingdom

Professor Amir Michael
Professor of Accounting and Deputy Executive
Dean - Executive & Professional Education
Durham University, United Kingdom

Dr. Steve Brown
Director, Executive Education
Faculty of Business and Law
Curtin University, Australia

Assoc. Prof. Devesh Rustagi
Department of Economics
University of Warwick, United Kingdom

Special Session



Professor Oded Galor

Oded Galor is the founder of Unified Growth Theory. He has contributed to the
understanding of the process of development over the entire course of human history and
the role of deep-rooted factors in the transition from stagnation to growth and in the
emergence of the vast inequality across the globe. He has contributed to the exploration of
the impact of inequality on the process of development, the interaction between cultural
adaptation and economic development, the transition from stagnation to growth, and the
impact of diversity on comparative economic development. His acclaimed book, The Journey
of Humanity, brings these insights to a wider audience, exploring the forces that have shaped
living standards and human prosperity across the ages.

Oded Galor was awarded Doctorate Honoris Causa from Nicolaus Copernicus University,
Athens University of Economic and Business (AUEB), UC Louvain, and from Poznań University
of Economics & Business. He is an elected Foreign Member of Academia Europaea and an
Elected Fellow of the Econometric Society. He is a Research Fellow of CEPR, GLO, and IZA, a
Research Associate of the NBER and CESifo, a former Sackler Fellow at Tel-Aviv University, and
a Fellow of the Economics Department at the Hebrew University. Furthermore, he is the
Editor in Chief of the Journal of Economic Growth, Editor of the Journal of Population
Economics, and Co-Editor of Macroeconomic Dynamics.

Mr. Kamal Kishore

Kamal Kishore is the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for
Disaster Risk Reduction and Head of the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNDRR), based in Geneva, Switzerland. He was appointed to this role on 27 March 2024.
He brings nearly three decades of experience in disaster risk reduction, climate action, and
sustainable development across government, the United Nations, and civil society. 

Before joining UNDRR, he served as Head of Department at India’s National Disaster
Management Authority, where he led the G20 Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction
and contributed to the development of the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.
Earlier in his career, Mr Kishore spent almost 13 years with UNDP in New York, Geneva, and
New Delhi, supporting policy work and post-disaster recovery in countries including
Bangladesh, Iran, Maldives, Myanmar, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Sri Lanka. He has also
worked with the Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre in Bangkok and on post-earthquake
reconstruction projects in India. 
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Workshop Site Map

Durham Railway Station

Durham Bus Station

The Waterside Building ,Durham
University Business School 

Workshop Location : 
Waterside Building, Durham University Business
School, Riverside Place, Durham DH1 1SL

Waterside Building Floor Plan

Durham Cathedral

St John's College , Durham University

Dinner Location : 
St. John’s College, 3 S Bailey,
Durham DH1 3RJ

https://maps.app.goo.gl/u9gkv2kew4Bv4C1u8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/u9gkv2kew4Bv4C1u8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/u9gkv2kew4Bv4C1u8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/u9gkv2kew4Bv4C1u8


Programme Committee

Habib Rahman
Eren Arbatli
Anurag Banerjee
Parantap Basu
Aleksei Chernulich
Nourin Shabnam
Diego Marino Fages
Demid Getik
John Moffat
Michael Naef
Michael Nower
Bibhas Saha
Andis Sofianos

Tour to Durham Cathedral and Durham City

This guided tour introduces the historic beauty of Durham City and its most iconic landmark, Durham
Cathedral. It offers a short cultural walk through key city sights, highlighting Durham’s rich heritage and
unique atmosphere.

Formal Dinner at St. John's College

The DEW 2026 Formal Dinner will take place at St John’s
College, Durham, offering an enjoyable evening in a
distinguished and welcoming setting. This special event will
provide an excellent opportunity to continue conversations
from the workshop, connect with colleagues, and build
professional networks in a relaxed and collegial atmosphere.
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